
 
 

2 April 2020 

Statement from Dick Elsy, the High Value Manufacturing Catapult’s CEO:  

“Members of the VentilatorChallengeUK consortium continue to work around the clock to produce as 

many additional ventilators for the NHS as quickly as possible. To provide some context, Penlon and 

Smiths ordinarily have combined capacity for between 50 and 60 ventilators per week. However, 

thanks to the scale and resources of the wider consortium, we are targeting production of at least 

1,500 units a week of the Penlon and Smiths models combined within a matter of weeks. Ventilators 

are intricate and highly complex pieces of medical equipment and it is vital that we balance the twin 

imperatives of speed of delivery with the absolute adherence to regulatory standards that is needed 

to ensure patient safety.” 

 


